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1. National activities
In 2014, the president of the OMEP Czech National Committee (OMEP CR) met repeatedly with the representatives of professional organizations active in the field of early childhood education in order to adopt a joint course of action in asserting certain important changes such as reduction of direct educational workload of pre-school organisation directors, specification of conditions for compulsory pre-school education and improving conditions for early childhood education in the Czech Republic. The president also participated in various forums and panel discussions dealing with the issue of compulsory pre-school education conditions. She also participated in discussions on the periodic revisions of the Framework Educational Programme and presented the history and activities of the OMEP CR at a conference organised by the publishing house Josef Raabe titled "Your School" and at a congress of the Society for Preschool Education.
OMEP CR is represented in the Preschool Education Advisory Board of the Czech Ministry of Education . We consider this activity, which allows us, to a certain extent, influence the quality of the Czech early childhood care, very important. Due to the advisory board participation, the committee members were presented with the documents of the Ministry of Education concerning early childhood education for consultation purposes and adding comments. In 2014, the major discussed issues were the conditions of compulsory preschool education and conditions under which two year old children can be accepted to nursery schools.
In October 2014, we sent the Appeal and Declaration which were formulated on the World Congress of OMEP in Cork to the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, for the attention of Mrs. Ivana Zemanová and the Prime Minister, Mr. Bohuslav Sobotka. The documents contained an appeal on the politicians to prioritize early childhood education and care provided to children of 0 to 8 years of age. From all the people whom the appeal was addressed to, only the Prime Minister and a secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs responded. Mr. Sobotka offered OMEP CR membership in the Committee for Sustainable Education of the Czech Government Legislative Council. A representative of OMEP CR joined the Committee in December last year.
The executive committee members strived actively to enter discussions on early childhood education in the Czech Republic, on websites of professional and branch-specialized magazines and newsletters in particular. At the same time, information on events organised by OMEP CR and their reviews were published in these information media. 
The members are regularly informed about the events organised by OMEP CR. Three new members joined us. The website improvement process continued, its content is regularly updated.

The national executive committee started amending important organisation documents in order to bring them in line with the new Czech Civil Code (so that all newly stipulated conditions for the activities of an Association are met). A new electoral code was created. The document specifies the procedure of electing the national executive committee. The Czech executive committee started amending the Statues in order to bring them in line with the new Czech Civil Code. 
In 2014, OMEP CR organised another conference dealing with the topic of Education for Sustainable Development. A conference named "Healthy Lifestyle as a Part of Sustainable Development" was held in Prague on the 18th November. The conference was a big success so we decided to organise the same event in Brno. We are planning further events based on the outcome of evaluation questionnaires distributed at our conferences.
A meeting of members (national assembly) was held in March. During this event, Václav Mertin and Jaroslava Vatalová from the Ministry of Education and Jan Šimek from the Pedagogical Museum presented their lecture titled "Respecting the Child Versus Free Education - The Importance of Setting Boundaries and Rules in Education of Children". We had positive responses to the meeting of members. 
In March 2014, 9 students of the Plymouth University (UK) visited 3 nursery schools in Prague the directors of which are OMEP members. During their study visit, they familiarised themselves with the Czech system of pre-school education. At the end of their stay, they prepared a presentation on British system of pre-school education attended by our teachers. Mrs. Jana Vaníčková organised the rooms and provided all the necessary means for this event to take place at the Nursery School Blatenská in Prague District 4. The presentation was accepted with a great interest.
2. International activities
The OMEP Czech Committee is the initiator of the European project of multicultural education titled How to learn about different cultures at pre-school age. This project received financial support from the Comenius programme.  At the moment, five European countries participate in it: Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Croatia and the Czech Republic.
In July 2014, OMEP CR participated in the World Assembly, European Regional Meeting and Children´s Cultural Worlds Conference held in the Irish city of Cork. The Czech participants at the World Assembly were Dana Moravcová, Milada Rabušicová, Zora Syslová and Ludmila Šprachtová.
On 16th and 17th May 2014, the OMEP CR participated in the First Czecho-Slovak Conference titled Equality and Quality in Preschool Education as Prerequisites for Sustainable Development held in the Slovak town of Trenčianské Teplice. OMEP CR was represented by Zora Syslová, Jaroslava Břízová, Jarmila Kotrbová and Marie Marxtová.
3. Participation in the international project Education for Sustainable Development
The OMEP CR participated in the fourth phase of the international project on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). This phase was titled Equality for Sustainability. Two Czech nursery schools got involved in this phase of the project. Altogether, 17 world countries took part in the project. The Czech Republic was the only country represented by two projects.
4. Priorities for 2015
In 2015 we would like to focus on the following activities in particular:
The organisation of a conference titled "Healthy Lifestyle of Preschool Children as a Part of Sustainable Development" in Brno.
In 2015 we plan to extend our cooperation with the Polish and Slovak OMEP National Committees and jointly organise an international conference.
We would also like to select, support and help one developing country among the OMEP member countries.
We will continue in our attempts to make OMEP CR more visible for the public, and to promote our activities in information media and professional newsletters. It is also important that we continue assisting the decision making authorities in the early childhood education in form of providing consultancy and comments related to laws, decrees and other documents concerning early childhood education.

In 2015, the Czech Committee of OMEP shall be represented at the World Conference and Assembly held at the end of July in Washington D.C., and at the European Regional Meeting held in September 2015 in Moscow.
The OMEP CR is planning its participation in the Erasmus+ project titled Good Start To School (Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary), in the role of partner of the project.
We will commence preparations for the World Assembly held in Prague in 2018 (dates and place of the venue, conference title, tender procedure for the provider of services).
Last but not least, our objective is to further activate the membership base, acquire new members (younger teachers in particular), and continue improving our communication with the membership base and broad public through our website.
In Prague, On 25th February, 2015                                           PhDr. Dana Moravcová, Ph.D.
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