1.

In 2013 the Chairwoman of the Czech OMEP Committee had a number of meetings with representatives of professional pre-school education organisations in order to agree on joint means of promoting better conditions for pre-school education in the Czech Republic. Due to the recurring changes in the office of the Minister of Education, the round-table meeting with representatives of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports was postponed until the situation in the Ministry has stabilised.

The Czech OMEP Committee was the first to draw the Minister of Education’s attention to the shortcomings and problems in pre-school education. The Chairwoman was then invited to a discussion of the problems in pre-school education with the Deputy Minister of Education, Mgr. J. Fryč, and the Head of the Education Department, Mgr. T. Zatloukal. The outcomes of this meeting formed the basis for further negotiations with professional organisations.

OMEP Czech Republic is represented on the Advisory Board of the Ministry of Education of the Czech Republic in matters of pre-school care and education. We consider this work, which to a certain extent enables us to influence the quality of Czech pre-school care, to be of the utmost importance. Thanks to its involvement with the Advisory Board, members of the Bureau were presented with documents relating to pre-school education by the Ministry of Education of the Czech Republic and invited to comment. 

The members of the Bureau tried to play an active part in the discussion on pre-school education in the Czech Republic, particularly in articles in specialised and school-related magazines. These magazines also published information about events organised by the Czech OMEP Committee and appraisals of those events. 
A survey has been conducted into satisfaction with membership of the organisation. The association’s activities were modified in line with the results of this survey. Members are regularly informed about events organised by the Czech OMEP Committee. The member base has grown to include a further 30 members, mostly from the Moravia region. The statutes of the civic association have been updated.

The new website has been well received, and is now clearer and updated on a regular basis.

In 2013 the Czech OMEP Committee organised 3 conferences. The first was held on 28.1.2013 in Brno, on the subject of “Czech Pre-school Education Reflecting Global Care for Children of Pre-school Age”. Another conference, accredited by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, was entitled Respecting the Child; Education for Sustainable Development. The conference was held on 29.4.2013 in Prague. As it was a great success, we decided to hold the same conference in Brno, too. The Brno conference was held on 13.11. 2013 at the Philosophy Faculty of Masaryk University. Based on the results of the evaluation questionnaires from the conference, we decided to organise another conference in 2014 under the name Healthy Lifestyle for Pre-school Children for Sustainable Development, which will take place in Prague and Brno.
2.
The Czech OMEP Committee has initiated a European project on multicultural education entitled How to Learn about Different Cultures at Pre-school Age. This project has received financial aid as part of the Comenius programme. It currently involves five European countries: Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Croatia and the Czech Republic.

OMEP Czech Republic has been represented at European regional meetings and conferences. In 2013 it was in the Croatian city of Zagreb for a conference entitled Play and Playing in Early Childhood. The European meeting was attended by Dana Moravcová, Milada Rabušicová and Marek Kadlec.

3. 

The Czech OMEP Committee has been involved in all three phases of the global project Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). More than 60 nursery schools registered for the first two phases of the project. The ideas and results of this project were presented in various forms, as well as on the Czech OMEP Committee website. The third phase, entitled “Intergenerational Dialogue on a Sustainable Lifestyle” and announced in January 2013 at the conference “Czech Pre-school Education Reflecting Global Care for Children of Pre-school Age”, saw 8 projects registered and assessed as part of the project. In autumn 2013 the 4th part of the global project was announced, entitled Equality for Sustainable Development, and 2 nursery schools registered for this part.

4. 

For 2014 we plan to concentrate on the following activities in particular:

Organise and accredit the conference entitled Healthy Lifestyle for Pre-school Children for Sustainable Development, which will be held in Prague and Brno.
For 2014 we want to focus on closer cooperation with Poland and Slovakia, and jointly organise international conferences.

We also want to seek out, support and assist less economically developed countries among the OMEP member countries.

In addition, we see it as important for OMEP Czech Republic to highlight and promote its activities through the media and specialised magazines. Also, to assist decision-making authorities in the development of pre-school education by commenting on laws, regulations, and other documents relating to pre-school education.
We expect to be involved with the 4th part of the ESD global project, which has already been announced in the CR, and with work on the European multicultural education project.

Finally, we aim to continue to update our member base and to improve communication with members and the public via our website.
